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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's Amendment filed on 02/16/2006 has been entered. No claims have 
been amended. No claims have been cancelled. No claims have been added. Claims 1- 
18 are still pending in this application, wherein claims 1 and 10 being independent. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 02/16/2006 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
Application Number 10/081,513 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal 
disclaimer has been recorded. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4, 7-13 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



anticipated by Lowery et al (US Pat No. 6,148,068), herein after referred as Lowery. 
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Regarding claim 1, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches a multi-media 
communication management system for operation with a plurality of subscriber stations, 
the multi-media communication management system comprising: 

a network communication circuit for multi-media communication with said 
plurality of subscriber stations (see fig 1 and col. 2, Ins 35-52); 

a control module for establishing a communication session with the subscriber 
stations through the network communication circuit, the control module comprising: 

means for receiving an indication of a plurality of recipients selected to receive a 
multi-cast message (see fig 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, In 29); 

means for identifying a plurality of recipient subscriber stations, each recipient 
subscriber station being one of the plurality of subscriber stations that is associated with 
a corresponding one of the plurality of recipients (see fig 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 
3, In 29); 

means for transmitting a message to each one of the recipient subscriber 
stations to participate in a session group (see fig 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, In 
29); and 

means for multi-casting a message to the recipient subscriber stations that are 
participating in said session group (see fig 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, In 29). 

Regarding claim 2, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches the multi-media 
communication management system of claim 1 , wherein the means for receiving an 
indication of a plurality of recipients comprises: means for providing a list of recipient 
groups to an initiating subscriber station; means for receiving an indication from the 
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initiating subscriber station of a subscriber selection of a recipient group from said list of 
recipient groups; and means for identifying each recipient included within the selected 
recipient group (see fig 4; and col. 3, Ins 44-58). 

Regarding claim 3, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches the multi-media 
communication management system of claim 2, wherein the means for providing a list 
of recipient groups comprises 1 , means for providing display content messages to the 
initiating subscriber station, the display content messages including the list of recipient 
groups; and means for providing display layout control messages to the initiating 
subscriber station, the display layout control messages including instructions utilized by 
the initiating subscriber station for displaying the list of recipient groups on a display 
screen associated with the initiating subscriber station (see figs 2-3 and col. 2, In 62-col. 
3, In 43). 

Regarding claim 4, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches the multi-media 
communication management system of claim 1 , wherein the means for identifying each 
one of the recipient subscriber stations comprises: means for identifying a recipient 
subscriber device associated with each one of the plurality of recipients; and means for 
identifying each one of the subscriber stations at which one of the recipient subscriber 
devices is coupled (see figs 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, In 29). 

Regarding claim 7, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches the multi-media 
communication management system of claim 1 , further comprising: 
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a service provider interface for interconnecting said network communication 
circuit with a service provider communication medium (see figs 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 
62-col. 3, In 58); and 

wherein the control module further comprises: 

means for establishing a voice communication session with a remote voice 
communication device via the service provider interface (see figs 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, 
In 62-col. 3, In 58); and 

wherein the means for receiving an indication of a plurality of recipients to 
receive a multicast message comprises: 

means for providing a list of recipient groups to the remote voice communication 
device; means for receiving an indication of subscriber selection of a recipient group; 
means for identifying each recipient included within the recipient group (see figs 2-4 and 
8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, In 58). 

Regarding claim 8, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches the multi-media 
communication management system of claim 7, wherein the control module further 
comprises: 

means for establishing a data communication session with the remote 
communication device via the service provider interface and wherein the means for 
providing a list of recipient groups to the remote communication device comprises: 
means for providing display content messages to the remote device, the display content 
messages including the list of recipient groups (see figs 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 
3, In 58); and 
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means for providing display layout control messages to the remote device, the 
display layout control messages including instructions utilized by the remote device for 
displaying the list of recipient groups on a display screen associated with the remote 
device (see figs 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, In 58). 

Regarding claim 9, referring to figures 1-4 and 8, Lowery teaches the multi-media 
communication management system of claim 8, wherein the means for identifying a one 
of the plurality of subscriber stations associated with each recipient comprises: means 
for identifying a recipient subscriber device associated with each one of the plurality of 
recipients; and means for identifying each one of the subscriber stations at which one of 
the recipient subscriber devices is coupled (see figs 2-4 and 8; and col. 2, In 62-col. 3, 
In 58). 

As to claims 10-13 and 16-18, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-4 and 7-9. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5-6 and 14-15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art in general: 



U.S. Pat. No. 5,473,363 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,178,237 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,272,214 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,304,648 

U.S. Pat. No. 7,035,230 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bing Bui, Tel. No. (571) 272-7482. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 to 5:00. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571) 273-8300 and for formal communications intended for entry (please 
label the response □ EXPEDITED PROCEDURES) or for informal or draft 
communications not intended for entry (please label the response "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT"). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2600. 



27 April 2006 




BtNG Q. BUI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



